Prescott Public Library Internet Access and
Computer Use Policy
Purpose:

Prescott Public Library provides access to computers and the Internet as an integral part of the
library’s mission to provide access to information. All library users are expected to use these
resources in a manner that is respectful and considerate of other library customers.

General Policy:

Prescott Public Library provides access to computer and Internet resources equally to all library
patrons and upholds the right of each individual to have access to constitutionally protected
material.


Library computers and network systems may not be used for any purpose that violates
federal, state, or local laws and library policies.



The Library complies with Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA) and ARS §34-502
regarding computer access by minors. All computers with Internet access use software to
block visual depictions that are child pornography, harmful to minors or obscene.



Library users should report any misuse of computer or Internet access to any library staff
member.



Not all information on the Internet is accurate, complete, up to date or current. Users are
urged to be good information consumers, critically evaluating all information found on the
Internet.



Library staff encourages parental supervision and participation in the use of all library
resources, including Internet resources.

Prohibited use includes, but is not limited to:









Using a library card not your own to access public computers
Harassing, libeling or slandering others
Disrupting or interfering with other library users
Violating copyright laws
Destruction of or damage to equipment, software, or data belonging to the Library or
other users. See ARS §13-2316.
Disruption or unauthorized monitoring of electronic communications
Failing to comply with time limits imposed on the use of library computers
Using the Internet for any activity prohibited by federal or state law

Computer Use Guidelines:


Library card-holders may logon to a single computer using their library card and PIN.



Those without library cards may request guest passes at the Ask a Librarian Desk or the
Youth Desk.



Generally the use of one computer is limited to one person. The purpose of this guideline
is to reduce noise and respect the space of other patrons. Special case exceptions may be
made to this rule, including in the youth areas of the library.



Personal devices may be used in the library at your own risk provided cords do not
interfere with walkways or the use of the device does not alter the setup of any library
equipment.



Computers in the Teen Zone are only for the use of library users aged 12-18 years of age.



Computers in the Children’s area are only for use of children and their accompanying
caregiver.

Security and Privacy:


All public access computers are filtered to comply with Children’s Internet Protection Act
(CIPA) and ARS §34-502 regarding computer access.



The library will not release information on the use of specific Internet resources by
members of the public except as required by law or as necessary for the proper operation
of the library.



The library cannot be responsible for loss of data or incorrect use of programs and does
not accept liability for any direct or consequential harm to a computer user’s personal
equipment or other property that may result from use of Prescott Public Library computer
or WiFi network.



Customers create, store and use personal files at their own risk.

Sanctions:


Library staff will intervene to stop prohibited use of computer equipment and resources.



Illegal acts and noncompliance with Library Computer Use Policy involving City
computers or network will result in library computing privileges being withdrawn. Illegal
acts may also be subject to prosecution by local, state or federal authorities. (See
Standards of Behavior Policy.)

Violations of any of these policies may result in:





violators being asked to leave the library
suspension of computer services
suspension of all library privileges
City of Prescott Police will be asked to assist with the enforcement of this policy if
necessary
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